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to show its spirit and loyalty came on Coin-

mencement Day, June 10, 1921, when a shield

was to be presented to the class making- the

best showing on that occasion. The class of

" "23," led by President Matthew Lynch, en-

tering into the pnblic demonstration with the

same spirit it had shown both socially and upon
the athletic field, Avere aAvarded the plaque, and
in the opinion of the judges were justly deserv-

ing of the prize. The prize is now conspicu-

ously placed in the main corridor of College

Hall and is. the treasured memento of the class

of " '23." The shield was publicly presented

to Lynch as president of the class, by Rev.

George O'Meara, Vice-President of the College,

in February, 1922, and in his presentation

speech he complimented the class of " '23" in

glowing words for the great work it had done
since its arrival at Yillanova.

The Junior Prom was held Friday, April 21,

and it even surpassed the affair of the class in

their Sophomore year. The Colleg-e grymnasium

was beautifully decorated under the leadership

of Charles B. Laug:hlin, chairman, Avho was
ably assisted by Herbert M. Langlois, Leo Y.

Devine, Phineas Vize and Charles B. McCler-

nan. Suitable favors Avere distributed and an
enjoyable evening was enjoyed by all. The
members of the senior class were the guests of

the class of " '23" for the evening.

Much credit for the great organization of the

class of " '23" is due to the capable officers of

the class, and the confidence of the members in

them is evidenced by the fact that they have
directed the class of " '23" since its formation.

The olfificers are MatthcAV Lynch, President;

Joseph B. Ford, Vice-President ; Aloysius E.

Cooke, Secretary, and John Riordan, Treasurer.

After the Christmas holidays the class of
^' '23" held their first real get-together, at

their smoker in the college auditorium. Father
Branton was the guest of honor. The smoker
Avas a huge success and tended to perfect a

stronger union among the class. Father
Branton proved to be a very talented guest,

and entertained Avith humorous anecdotes and
Avell rendered selections. Solos Avere rendered
by John Hyson and Christopher McNally. The
evening Avas voted Avell spent and a rising vote

of thanks was tendered to Father Branton for

his courtesy in attending the first gathering of

the class of " '23" as a unit and for the splen-

did entertainment he provided.

In the early days of the Sophomore year,

plans Avere made for the annual Alumni Day
at Villanova, and the gathering at that time
promised to be the largest in the history of the

college due in a large measure to the opening

of Alumni Hall.

On September 23, 1922, Ave returned to Col-

lege eager for our final year's work. As Seniors

AA'e shouldered new responsibilities. We began

to aAvake to the realization that but few months

intervened before the time when Ave would

enter the-Avorld as honorable representatives of

the students of our Alma Mater. Class spirit

experienced a renaissance and further unifica-

tion. Early in October a class meeting Avas held,

at Avhicli it Avas decided to hold a Senior Ball

such as had never before been attempted in the

annals of the College. A contest was instituted

by the class to determine the most suitable

name for the ball. Only undergraduates Avere

eligible to compete and each contestant Avas

alloAved to submit only one suggestion. The
judges were Fr. Driscoll, Dr. Hickey and Prof,

McGeehan. The name decided upon Avas

"Belle Aire," Avhich Avas the original name of

the College Avhen it Avas founded in 1842. The
date for the ball was set for November 28th,

the committee in charge Avas composed of the

following men: Charles B. Laughlin, chairman;
Charles A. Callanan, Leo V. Devine, Hubert
Langlois, Charles J. McClernan, Edward J,

Burke, Phineas T. Vize.

The pageantry and splendor of the affair

Avere bej^ond the fondest hopes of even the
most optimistic. And to descend to the vulgar
crudities and speak of monetary and pecuniary
matters, it might be mentioned that even in

this respect the results Avere satisfactory.

A fcAV months later the mid-years Avere upon
us. These often prove to be the Waterloo of

the unwary student, but it must be said to the
credit of the class that not one fell by the Avay-

side and the Senior Class entered upon the
long home stretch. And so it Avas that all felt

practically assured of graduation. For mid-
years Avas the acid test for all AA'ho are not
properly qualified for the honor of graduation
and tJiose Avho escape unscathed feel the thrill

and joy of actual conquest. But the stress and
strain of the remainder of the year proved too

great for the class to engage in any social

activities. All their energy Avas given to the
more serious end of college life.

A grave responsibility lies upon us, soon Ave

Avill go forth to represent Mllanova, in Avhose
halloAved halls Ave Avere fostered through the
years of our college life. The year has passed
all too rapidly, and we leave, reluctantly, those
from Avhom Ave have derived such great bene-
fits, both intellectnal and moral.


